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Planning and Consultation Committee Meeting Minutes 9 September 2025

Nillumbik Shire Council

Minutes of the Planning and Consultation Committee Meeting held
Tuesday 9 September 2025. The meeting commenced at 7:01 PM.

Councillors present:

Cr John Dumaresq
Cr Naomi Joiner
Cr Grant Brooker
Cr Kelly Joy

Cr Peter Perkins
Cr Kate McKay

Cr Kim Cope

Wingrove Ward (Mayor)

Bunjil Ward (Deputy Mayor)

Blue Lake Ward (Chairperson Consultation Matters)
Edendale Ward

Ellis Ward (Chairperson Planning Matters)

Swipers Gully Ward

Sugarloaf Ward

Officers in attendance:

Blaga Naumoski
Claire Quinlan
Sally Johnson

Corrienne Nichols
Frank Vassilacos
Jeremy Livingston
Amanda Kern
Heath Gillett
Emma Christensen

Acting Chief Executive Officer

Chief Operating Officer

Acting Director Governance, Communications and Community
Safety

Director Communities

Director Planning, Environment and Strategy

Director Culture and Performance

Manager Strategic Planning

Manager Operations Centre

Acting Manager Governance and Property

1. Welcome by the Chair

2.  Acknowledgement of Country

Acknowledgement of Country was read by the Chairperson Planning Matters,

Cr Peter Perkins.

3. Apologies/Leave of Absence

Nil

4. Declarations of conflict of interest

Cr Kim Cope declared a general conflict of interest in item PCC.017/25 Road
Management Plan — Review of submissions.
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5. Confirmation of Minutes

COM.001/25 Confirmation of Minutes Planning and Consultation Committee
Meeting held Tuesday 12 August 2025

Confirmation of the Minutes of the Planning and Consultation Committee Meeting held on
Tuesday 12 August 2025.

Committee Resolution

MOVED: Cr Naomi Joiner
SECONDED: Cr Kate McKay

That the Committee (acting under delegation from Council) confirms the Minutes of the
Planning and Consultation Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 12 August 2025
(Attachment 1).

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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5. Confirmation of Minutes

COM.001/25 Confirmation of Minutes Planning and Consultation Committee
Meeting held Tuesday 12 August 2025
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6. Officers’ reports

PCC.015/25 Planning Scheme Amendments C143nill (Eltham Activity Centre) and
C144nill (Diamond Creek Activity Centre) - Hear from submitters

Item: Planning Matter

Distribution: Public

Manager: Frank Vassilacos, Director Planning, Environment and Strategy
Author: Sarah Shehata, Acting Coordinator Strategic Planning
Summary

This report provides the Planning Scheme Amendments C143nill (Eltham Major Activity
Centre) and C144nill (Diamond Creek Major Activity Centre), which implement the adopted
2020 Structure Plans for both activity centres into the Nillumbik Planning Scheme.

Amendment C143nill (Eltham) has been split into two parts:
. Part A — Eltham Town Centre

. Part B — Bridge Street Business Area (BSBA), where further work is required to
address economic development opportunities and potential land contamination in the
existing Industrial Precinct.

For Amendment C144nill (Diamond Creek), officers recommend that unresolved
submissions be referred to an independent Planning Panel for review, following the
opportunity for community members to speak at the Planning and Consultation Committee
(PCC) meeting in September 2025.

The Structure Plans were adopted in 2020 and exhibited for community feedback in June—
July 2024. Fourteen (14) submissions were received (seven for each centre). Officers have
considered the feedback, made changes where appropriate, and recommend referring
remaining unresolved matters to a Planning Panel to ensure transparency. This includes the
proposed removal of notice and review exemptions.

The Structure Plans do not propose major changes to the built form or character of either
centre. Key elements include:

. Maintaining existing building height limits (3-5 storeys)
. Improving public spaces through clearer design controls

. Enhancing transparency and participation by removing exemptions from notice and
review.

Overall, the current planning provisions are considered appropriate to guide development
and growth in both centres over the next 5-10 years. This includes to satisfactorily
accommodate demand for future dwellings in response to the Housing Targets which
stipulate the need for 6,500 new dwellings across the Shire by 2051.

The following people addressed the Committee with respect to this item:
1. Sue Dyet (Secretary) on behalf of Eltham Community Action Group Inc.
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6.

Planning Matters

PCC.015/25 Planning Scheme Amendments C143nill (Eltham Activity Centre) and

C144nill (Diamond Creek Activity Centre) - Hear from submitters

Committee Resolution

MOVED: Cr John Dumaresq
SECONDED: Cr Kelly Joy

That the Committee (acting under delegation from Council)

1.

Notes the submitters and speakers and their contributions to amendments C143nill
(Eltham MAC) and C144nill (Diamond Creek MAC).

Publishes the submissions response table (Attachment 3) on Participate Nillumbik
to ensure transparency.

Progresses Planning Scheme Amendments C143nill and C144nill to implement the
Eltham and Diamond Creek Activity Centre Structure Plans into the Nillumbik
Planning Scheme, noting the lapse date of June 2026.

Notes that officers will seek to split amendment C143nill (Eltham MAC) into Part A
and Part B at the September 2025 Council Meeting, noting officers’ opinion that this
will not have a detrimental impact.

Notes that officers will seek for Council to adopt C143nill - Part A and delay Part B
at the September 2025 Council Meeting, pursuant to Section 23 of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.

Notes that officers will seek for Council to refer C144nill (Diamond Creek MAC) to
an independent Planning Panel to deal with unresolved submissions at the
September 2025 Council Meeting, pursuant to Section 23 of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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6. Officers’ reports
PCC.016/25 Final Draft Planning Scheme Review 2025

Item: Planning Matter

Distribution: Public

Manager: Frank Vassilacos, Director Planning, Environment and Strategy
Author: Sarah Shehata, Acting Coordinator Strategic Planning
Summary

This report provides an update on the community engagement outcomes of the Final Draft
Planning Scheme Review (PSR) 2025 and outlines the recommended changes to finalise
the document and respond to submissions (Attachment 1).

Community engagement was conducted from 9 May to 6 June 2025, with one submission
received.

The revised draft incorporates internal stakeholder and community feedback, identifies
mapping errors and anomalies, and updates priorities to align with the new Council Plan
2025-2029. Key additions include a high-priority recommendation to progress
Environmental Sustainable Development (ESD) guidelines. Attachment 3 outlines how
Council Officers have responded to the submission, with recommended changes to address
highlighted concerns.

The draft, updated with any changes following the Planning and Consultation Committee
(PCC) meeting will be tabled at the 30 September Ordinary Council Meeting for final
endorsement. Following adoption, priority projects such as the Eltham and Diamond Creek
Activity Centre amendments, the Nillumbik Housing Strategy and Neighbourhood Character
Strategy will be further progressed.

The following people addressed the Committee with respect to this item:
1. Terry Tovey (President) on behalf of Warrandyte Community Association

Committee Resolution |

MOVED: Cr Kate McKay
SECONDED: Cr Grant Brooker

That the Committee (acting under delegation from Council):

1. Notes that one submission was received for the Planning Scheme Review 2025.

2. Note the Council Officer recommendations responding to submissions
(Attachment 3).

3. Notes that the Planning Scheme Review 2025 (Attachment 1) be finalised with any
recommended changes from PCC and presented to Council for adoption at its
30 September 2025 Ordinary Council Meeting.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Cr Peter Perkins, Chairperson for Planning Matters vacated the chair and Cr Grant Brooker,
Chairperson for Consultation Matters assumed the Chair at 7.31pm.
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6. Planning Matters
PCC.016/25 Final Draft Planning Scheme Review 2025
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6. Officers’ reports

Cr Kim Cope declared a general conflict of interest in the following item and temporarily left
the meeting prior to the item being heard at 7:32pm.

PCC.017/25 Road Management Plan - Review of submissions

Item: Consultation Matter

Distribution: Public

Manager: Claire Quinlan, Chief Operating Officer
Author: Heath Gillett, Manager Operations Centre
Summary

Nillumbik Shire Council (Council) is reviewing and updating its Road Management Plan, as
required by the Road Management Act 2004. In accordance with these requirements
Council advertised its review on 17 July 2025 and invited submissions to the proposed
amendments. 19 submissions were received in total.

In accordance with sections 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, any person that has
made a submission must also be provided the opportunity to be heard in support of their
submission by Council, or a committee determined by Council (i.e. this committee).

This report summarises the submissions received for consideration by Council.

|Committee Resolution |

MOVED: Cr Kate McKay
SECONDED: Cr John Dumaresq

That the Committee (acting under delegation from Council)

1. Notes that 19 submissions (Attachment 1) were received with respect to the review
of, and proposed updates to the Road Management Plan.

2. Resolves that the detailed unredacted submissions (Attachment 3) remain
confidential on the grounds specified in the definition of confidential in section 3(1)(f)
of the Local Government Act 2020.

3. That the Road Management Plan be finalised and presented to Council for adoption
at its 30 September 2025 Council Meeting.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Cr Kim Cope returned to the meeting at the conclusion of this item at 7.39pm.
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6. Consultation Matters

PCC.017/25 Road Management Plan - Review of submissions
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7. Supplementary and urgent business

Nil
8. Confidential reports

Nil

9. Close of Meeting

The meeting closed at 7.40pm.

Confirmed:

Cr Chairperson Planning Matters

Cr Chairperson Consultation Matters
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