
Summary of Changes to the Planning Scheme Review 2025 since exhibition  

Identified Opportunities Officer Comments Action Taken / Changes Made 

Adoption of the 2025-2029 Council Plan: 
The Nillumbik Council Plan 2025–2029 is structured 
around four strategic themes that reflect community 
aspirations and guide Council’s actions: 

• Community and Connection – Focuses on 
fostering a connected, inclusive, and healthy 
community through services, programs, and 
infrastructure that support wellbeing and social 
cohesion. 

• Place and Space – Prioritises planning and 
managing land use, public spaces, and 
infrastructure to enhance liveability, protect the 
environment, and support sustainable 
development. 

• Sustainable and Resilient – Emphasises 
environmental stewardship, climate action, and 
resilience, including biodiversity protection, 
sustainable resource use, and adaptation to 
climate change. 

• Responsible and Accountable – Commits to 
transparent governance, financial sustainability, 
and effective service delivery, ensuring Council 
remains responsive and accountable to the 
community. 
 

Planning Practice Note 32: Review of Planning 
Schemes specifically states that there should be a 
clear link between the review of the planning 
scheme and other local government processes 
including the Council Plan, business planning, and 
other strategic documents. This integrated 
approach helps maximise value across systems 
and ensures the planning scheme remains 
strategically aligned with broader municipal goals. 

With a focus on Place, Space, Sustainability and 
Resilience, the PSR recommendations align with 
the Council Plan and the Planning Scheme. 

Increasing the priority for preparation of the 
Nillumbik Planting Guidelines from Medium 
to High. Re-ordered recommendations to 
prioritise ‘High’ items. 

Inclusion of a 25th recommendation (high 
priority) supporting the Council Plan 2025-29 
action to prepare Environmental Sustainable 
Development (ESD) guidelines for Council 
buildings and the development community. 

Submissions Noted: 
Policy and projects concerning the Green Wedge should 
prioritise land conservation and agriculture, opposing 
unnecessary subdivision and ensuring land divestments, 
such as Melbourne Water’s in Christmas Hills, align with 

Agricultural land in the Green Wedge is vital for 
Melbourne’s food supply, jobs, and tourism, with 
Nillumbik advocating for stronger State policies to 
support it. Council collaborates with Melbourne 

Continue to advocate for the Green Wedge, 
including protection and conservation, food 
security and appropriate rural living. 



conservation-focused strategies. Stronger biodiversity and 
vegetation protections, along with improved enforcement 
and monitoring, are essential. References to ‘Buffer 
Zones’ should be removed to preserve the Green Wedge’s 
integrity, and Fence Guidelines need further clarity. The 
PSR 2025 presents a key opportunity to address climate 
change through ecosystem restoration, drought-resistant 
indigenous vegetation trials, and expanded sustainable 
water sources for wildlife. 
 

Water to balance conservation and land use, and 
relies on its Biodiversity and Urban Tree Canopy 
strategies, supported by the PSR 2025, to guide 
vegetation protection. Nillumbik supports 
preserving the Urban Growth Boundary, 
recognising the need to address hard edges and 
land use conflicts. Fence guidelines require 
further research and community input, and 
Council’s Climate Action Plan commits to net-zero 
emissions, with the PSR 2025 embedding climate 
adaptation and advocacy for statewide ESD 
policies. 

Updated Recommendations 18 & 19 to 
provide better clarity on projects related to 
the Christmas Hills land divestment and 
development in the Green Wedge. 

Updated Recommendation 23 by removing 
any reference to buffer zones as it is the view 
of the community and councillors that the 
current controls are sufficient to protect the 
green wedge.  

Noted that particular concerns relate to 
established strategies, including the 
Nillumbik Biodiversity and Urban Tree 
Canopy strategies. Addressing these 
concerns will be better achieved through 
these strategies. 

Errors and Anomalies: 
This list is constantly evolving with new additions and 
items being removed as they are resolved. As such, there 
have been changes to the list and how the list will be 
resolved.  

As part of standard post-review processes, Council 
Officers will prepare a planning scheme 
amendment to address the identified errors and 
anomalies following completion of the PSR 2025. 
This ensures the planning scheme remains 
accurate and up to date. 

Adopted changes that were not implemented 
in the Nillumbik Heritage Review 
Amendment C149nill have been included. 

Identified items by the Planning Services 
Team included. 

 


