
PSR 2025 Submissions Response Table 

No. Key issues raised Officer comments and recommendations Action Taken 

S1 Community Group – Warrandyte Community Assoc.  
Policy and projects focusing on the Green Wedge need 
to prioritise the conservation and agricultural use of 
land. Unnecessary subdivision of the Green Wedge 
should be opposed and Melbourne Water’s Christmas 
Hills land divestment should align with strategic policy 
that focuses on conservation of land over rural living.  
 
Stronger recommendations and controls are required 
for Biodiversity and Vegetation protection. Increased 
enforcement and monitoring is required for the 
removal of vegetation.  
 
Reference to ‘Buffer Zones’ should be removed as they 
could be used to undermine the integrity of the Green 
Wedge.  
 
Fence Guidelines require more detail and 
understanding. 
 
The PSR 2025 is an opportunity to address Climate 
Change adaptation responses including ecosystem 
restoration, trialling drought resistant indigenous 
vegetation and expanding sustainable water resources 
for wildlife.  
 
 

Agricultural land in the Green Wedge is integral to supporting 
Melbourne’s food supply and also the jobs and tourism 
associated with this agriculture. Nillumbik supports 
agricultural land through its Green Wedge Management Plan 
and economic development policies, however the majority of 
Green Wedge policy is governed at the State level. Working 
with the MAV (Municipal Association of Victoria), Nillumbik is 
advocating to the State Government for new and updated 
policies that encourage and support agriculture in the Green 
Wedge.  
 
Nillumbik Shire Council continues to work with Melbourne 
Water to develop outcomes that balance conservation gains, 
community values and land use change sensitivity.  
 
Nillumbik’s Biodiversity and Urban Tree Canopy strategies are 
noted as the primary guiding documents regarding the 
protection of biodiversity and vegetation conservation. 
Council Officers acknowledge that changes to the planning 
scheme are likely to be required to support these strategies 
and that the PSR 2025 actively and adequately supports these 
two strategies.  
 
Reference to buffer zones has been removed. Council and 
some community members are of the view that the current 
controls are sufficient to protect the green wedge.  
 
Fences are often controversial and problematic in Nillumbik 
with difficulty balancing the need for privacy, neighbourhood 
character and impacts to flora and fauna. Particularly with 

PSR 2025 updated in accordance 
with officer recommendations.  

Updated Recommendations 18 & 19 
to provide better clarity on projects 
related to the Christmas Hills land 
divestment and development in the 
Green Wedge. 

Noted that particular concerns 
relate to established strategies, 
including the Nillumbik Biodiversity 
and Urban Tree Canopy strategies. 
Addressing these concerns will be 
better achieved through these 
strategies. 



Nillumbik’s unique lifestyle and environment, Council are 
conscious that further research and community engagement 
will be required to produce robust and balanced fence 
guidelines. These will primarily apply in residential areas in 
the Shire. 

Nillumbik Shire Council has officially declared a climate 
emergency, committing to integrate proactive mitigation and 
adaptation efforts through its Climate Action Plan (CAP), with 
an aim for net-zero Council operation emissions by 2030 and 
community-wide emissions by 2035. The PSR 2025 aims to 
embed policies and tackle climate change through 
implementing the MPS (Recommendation 11) and 
undertaking research and advocacy around state-wide ESD 
guidelines and policies. 

 


