
Detailed Recommendations table, extracted from PSR 2025 

No. Recommendations Priority Legislative Cost $ Breakdown Actions 
Housing 

1.   Complete the Nillumbik Housing 
Strategy (HS) ensuring it is updated 
in accordance with Plan for 
Victoria. 

High Yes $40k Ordinance 
drafting 

Review the draft HS in light of Plan Victoria; Victoria’s Housing 
Statement: The Decade Ahead 2024-2034. 
Amend the draft HS in accordance with updated population 
forecast numbers, Victoria’s Housing Statement: The Decade 
Ahead 2024-2034, Plan for Victoria and the Housing Targets. 
Draft planning scheme ordinance in preparation for a Planning 
Scheme Amendment. 

2.   Implement the Nillumbik Housing 
and Neighbourhood Character 
Strategies into the Planning 
Scheme. 

High Yes $60k Admin, advertising 
and Panel costs 

Request the Department of Transport and Planning provide 
advice on the most appropriate planning controls to support 
Nillumbik's Housing and Neighbourhood Character strategies.  
Review the need for minimum lot sizes in the Neighbourhood 
and General Residential Zones, specifically in minimal change 
areas as identified in the Neighbourhood Character Strategy 
(NCS). 
Review the LPPF and update in line with the Nillumbik Housing 
and Neighbourhood Character Strategies. 
Prepare a planning scheme amendment to implement the 
recommendations of the HS and NCS. 

Heritage 
3.   Finalise Amendment C149nill - 

Heritage Review. 
High No $500 Admin (Gazettal) Respond, in accordance with the Minister for Planning's 

decision. 
Integrated Water Management 

4.   Continue to support and 
collaborate with Melbourne Water 
on the Greater Melbourne flood 
modelling project. 

High No N/A Officer time only. 
Council may have 
to fund 
amendment if 

Work with Melbourne Water to produce accurate flood 
modelling data and mapping for Nillumbik. 
Encourage Melbourne Water to undertake preparation of a 
planning scheme amendment and community engagement in 



No.  Recommendations  Priority  Legislative  Cost   $ Breakdown  Actions  
Melbourne Water 
does not.  

line with this project and the updated Nillumbik Integrated 
Water Management Strategy.   

Vegetation and Biodiversity  
5.   Prepare and implement the 

Nillumbik Planting Guidelines.  
High  No  $40k  Administration 

costs associated 
with amendment.  

Create an incorporated document reflecting the objectives of 
the Neighbourhood Character and Urban Tree Canopy Strategy.  
Create example landscape designs that incorporate minimum 
standards and appropriate plants, referencing common 
development typologies, i.e. single dwelling, multi-unit 
development, medium density  
Ensure that the 'Live Local, Plant Local' and 'Nillumbik 
Environmental Weeds List' are reference documents that can be 
updated without an amendment.   
Review the PPF and update in line with the Nillumbik Planting 
Guidelines.  
Prepare a planning scheme amendment to implement the 
recommendations of the Nillumbik Planting Guidelines.  

Environmental Sustainable Development  
6.  Explore options to develop and 

implement local policy for Council 
and the development community 
to support ESD.  

High  No  $80k  Preparation costs 
and costs 
associated with 
amendment.  

Prepare ESD guidelines specific to Nillumbik for Council building. 
Explore guideline options for the development community. 
Review the PPF and update in line with the Nillumbik ESD 
Guidelines.  
Prepare a planning scheme amendment to implement the 
recommendations of the Nillumbik ESD Guidelines.  

Activity Centres  
7.   Finalise the Diamond Creek 

Community Infrastructure Master 
Plan project.  

High  No  $278k  Consultant and 
master planning   

Finalise the master plan for the Diamond Creek Community Hub 
and the Diamond Creek Aquatic Health and Fitness Centre.   

8.   High  
  

No  
  

$50k  
  

Progress the amendment to Panel and through the final 
amendment stages.  
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Review and progress Amendment 
C143nill - Eltham Major Activity 
Centre Structure Plan.  

Panel costs, 
admin, Consultant 
review   
  

Update the Eltham Major Activity Centre Structure Plan 
(including parking audits) in 2028/29 in line with Victoria's 
Housing Statement.  
Create Urban Design Guidelines in line with Housing and 
Neighbourhood Character Strategies, Urban Tree Canopy 
Strategy and ESD priorities.  

9.   Review and progress Amendment 
C144nill - Diamond Creek Major 
Activity Centre Structure Plan.   

High  No  
  
  

$50k  
  
  

Panel costs, 
admin, Consultant 
review  
  
  

Progress the amendment to Panel and through the final 
amendment stages.  
Update the Diamond Creek Major Activity Centre Structure Plan 
(including parking audits) in 2028/29 in line with Victoria's 
Housing Statement.  
Create Urban Design Guidelines in line with Housing and 
Neighbourhood Character Strategies, Urban Tree Canopy 
Strategy and ESD priorities.  

10.   Commence development of a 
Hurstbridge Township Plan.  

Med  No  $150k  Consultant review, 
research, 
engagement, draft 
and final version of 
Plan  

Review current controls and development patterns.  

Planning Scheme Performance  
11.   Review and update the adopted 

Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS) 
having regard to Plan for Victoria 
and adopted strategies including 
the Housing, Neighbourhood 
Character, Biodiversity, Climate 
Action, Urban Tree Canopy 
strategies and Major Activity 
Centre Structure Plans, and 
implement into the planning 
scheme via a Planning Scheme 
Amendment.  

High  Yes  $40k  Administration 
costs associated 
with amendment.  

Review and update the Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS).  
Review and update the Planning Policy Framework (PPF).  
Review and update Clause 74.02 Further Strategic Work.  
Prepare a planning scheme amendment to implement the 
updated MPS and associated policy.  



No.  Recommendations  Priority  Legislative  Cost   $ Breakdown  Actions  
12.   Improve Planning and Compliance 

Services through improved data 
collection and record keeping.  

Med  No  N/A  Officer time only  Work with Planning Services and the Compliance team to 
identify key data points that will provide valuable information 
for further reviews.   
Implement process improvements to ensure identified data 
points are recorded efficiently.  
One year review of data point collection and summary of 
progress.  

13.   Respond to the State Government's 
Planning Reforms to promote 
sustainable and diverse housing 
while ensuring the protection of 
Nillumbik's neighbourhood 
character, Green Wedge, urban 
tree canopy, flora and fauna.  

Med  No  N/A  Officer time only  Review current controls that may be affected by ResCode 
deemed to comply standards.  
Review local planning policies with regard to state initiatives 
such as "Better Apartment Design Standards" and "Future 
Homes" to ensure consistency and access to best practices.   

Development Contributions  
14.   Review all Development 

Contribution Plan Overlay 
schedules, assess accuracy and 
potential to provide listed 
infrastructure.  

Med  No  N/A  Officer time only  Multi-team project to review and streamline the DCP process.  
Review and propose updates to controls and infrastructure lists.  
Prepare a planning scheme amendment to implement the 
recommended changes, if required.   

Open Space  

15.   

Commence development of a new 
Nillumbik Open Space Strategy.  

Med No  $300k  Consultant review, 
research, 
engagement, draft 
and final version of 
Strategy  

Review current Open Space Strategy 2005.  
  

Built Form and Urban Design  
16.   Review Design and Development 

Overlays, in particular Schedules 1 
and 10, and update accordingly.  

Med  No  $100k  Consultant costs  Continue to engage Ethos Urban to review the Design and 
Development Overlay, Schedule 1, having regard to the 
Nillumbik Housing and Neighbourhood Character Strategies and 
Victoria's Housing Reforms.  
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Prepare a planning scheme amendment to implement the 
outcomes and findings of the Design and Development 
Schedules Review.  

17.   Review all Development Plan 
Overlay schedules. 

Med  No  N/A  Officer time only  Review the current Development Plans for each Development 
Plan Schedule.  
Assess the number of lots developed for each schedule area and 
estimate the future potential lot yield.   
Review street and open space layout and compare with 
associated Development Plans.  

Green Wedge  
18.   Continue to action and respond to 

Melbourne Water's Christmas Hills 
Land Sale project, encouraging 
conservation and clarity for 
prospective owners.   

Med  No  $5k  Legal costs  Monitor the progress of Melbourne Water and respond to 
announcements or actions.  
Advocate for clear controls and endorsed building envelopes, 
encouraging conservation and clarity for prospective owners. 

19.   Review Green Wedge strategic 
policy to encourage landscape and 
environmental conservation 
through appropriate land use and 
sensitive development. 

Low  No  N/A  Officer time only  Review local policy affecting small lots and accommodation in 
the Green Wedge.  
Review the Rural Conservation Zone schedules, VCAT cases, 
endorsed conservation plans and level of existing and potential 
land fragmentation.  

20.   Prepare for the next Green Wedge 
Management Plan.  

Low  Yes  $300k  Consultant review, 
research, 
engagement, draft 
and final version of 
Plan  

Review the current Green Wedge Management Plan 2019 and 
State Government guidance, including the Green Wedge and 
Agricultural Land Action Plan 2024.   
Draft a project plan and cost analysis for a new Green Wedge 
Management Plan.  

Yarra River Corridor  
21.   Review the 'waterways' controls 

with the Department of Planning 
and Transport's waterways 
Planning Practice Note.   

Low  No  N/A  Officer time only  Review Design and Development Overlay, Schedules 10 and 
Significant Landscape Overlay, Schedule 15.  
Work with the Department of Transport and Planning to draft 
new controls for the Plenty River corridor.   
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Research other river / creek corridors that require waterways 
controls.  

Advocacy & Research  
22.   Advocate on behalf of Council in 

response to State Government, 
Municipal and other authority 
plans, strategies and policies that 
may affect Nillumbik Shire.  

Low  No  N/A  Officer time only  Advocate for stronger native vegetation removal and planning 
compliance penalties, particularly for illegal removal, damage or 
destruction of Canopy Trees, as directed by the Urban Tree 
Canopy Strategy.   
Promote Heritage Victoria's updated Heritage Information Pack.  
Request that the State Government provide advice on the legacy 
zoning of Low Density Residential Zone land in Yarrambat and 
Plenty.  
Advocate for improved housing outcomes within the Shire by 
supporting greater housing diversity, increasing the supply of 
affordable housing, and ensuring better access to shops, 
services, and public transport.  

23.   Research areas and topics of 
interest to the Nillumbik Shire 
Council to ensure accurate and 
appropriate strategic guidance and 
responses.  

Low  No  N/A  Officer time only  Research opportunities to support residential aged care and 
retirement living solutions.   
Research the need for a local Planning Policy for affordable 
housing.   
Research Universal Access & Disability Discrimination Act and 
implement local policy in line with best practice.  
Research fire-resistant native flora species to include in 'Live 
Local, Plant Local'.  
Investigate potential penalties and mandatory offsets for illegal 
tree and vegetation removal.  
Research the need for Alcohol, Drug and Gambling local policy in 
line with the Nillumbik Health and Wellbeing Plan.  

Audit and Assessment of the Planning Scheme  
24.   Prepare an Urban Design project 

focusing on fences and boundary 
Low  No  $20k  Consultant costs  Review current controls and permit triggers for fences and 

boundary treatments.  



No. Recommendations Priority Legislative Cost $ Breakdown Actions 
treatments across residential areas 
responding to the findings of the 
Neighbourhood Character 
Strategy.  

Identify areas where policy and controls are required for fences 
and boundary treatments, in line with the Neighbourhood 
Character Strategy. 
Define 'Post and Wire Fence' and implement into the planning 
scheme. 

25.   Prepare a planning scheme 
amendment to correct identified 
errors and anomalies. 

Low Yes $15k Administration 
costs associated 
with amendment. 

Collate and review all identified errors and anomalies 
Prepare a Section 20A planning scheme amendment. 




