
Domestic Animals Act 1994 
Section 26(2) 

Order of Nillumbik Shire Council 
 

Notice of changes to Council order under section 26(2) Domestic Animals Act 1994 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Nillumbik Shire Council at its Council meeting held on 30 
September 2025, resolved to make the following Order pursuant under section 26 of the 
Domestic Animals Act 1994. 

 

 
1. Revocation of previous orders  
All previous Orders made by Council under section 26(2) of the Domestic Animals Act 1994 
are revoked.  
 

2. Dogs must be on leash  
The person in apparent control of any dog must keep the dog restrained by means of a 
chain, cord or leash not greater than 3 metres in length, and is attached to the dog when the 
dog is:  

• in any reserve or area other than reserves or areas permitted by Clause 5; or 

• within 5 metres of a shared use path including within a permitted area or reserve; or 

• in any public place in the municipality; and  

• in any public recreational activity area where indicated by signage. 

The chain, cord or leash must be held by or attached to the person in apparent control of the 
dog.  

 

3. Dogs must be under effective control  
The person in apparent control of any dog must ensure that the dog is under effective control 
at all times when in any reserve or public place within the municipality, including a permitted 
off-leash area or reserve.  
 

4. Dogs and Cats Prohibited  
Dogs and cats are prohibited, whether restrained or otherwise, to enter the following public 
places:  

a) sports grounds when reserve or used by local schools and/or sporting clubs 
b) within 5 metres of any children's playground area, public barbeque or recreational 

activity area. 
c) Nillumbik Park, Diamond Creek (Melway 12A5) - dogs prohibited from entering 

wetland areas 
d) Marngrook oval, Diamond Creek – Melway 11K7 
e) Coventry oval, Diamond Creek – Melway 12A5 
f) Hohnes Hill Reserve, Eltham – Melway 21G11 
g) Edendale Community Environment Farm – Melway 11K12 
h) Eltham East Copper Butterfly Reserve – Melway 22E4 
i) Fergusons Paddock Wetland areas Melway 185K7 
j) Chase Reserve, Research (Melway 23D5) 
k) Professors Hill Reserve, North Warrandyte (Melway 23C7)  
l) Temple Ridge and Bailey Gully Reserve, Wattle Glen (Melway 185J11)  
m) All sporting ovals in Hurstbridge. 

 
 

5. Permitted Off-leash Areas or Reserves 
 



Dogs are permitted off-leash but must be under effective control whether restrained or 
otherwise in the following designated parks and reserves (as designated by signs):  

 
a) Nillumbik Park, Diamond Creek - Melway 12A5 
b) Watkins Street Reserve, Diamond Creek - Melway 11K6 
c) Diamond Creek Dog Park, Diamond Creek - Melway 11K6 
d) Campbell Street Reserve, Diamond Creek - Melway 11K7 
e) Challenger Street Reserve, Diamond Creek - Melway 11K8 
f) Eltham Central Park, Eltham – Melway 21J5 
g) Eltham Lower Park, Eltham (ovals when not in use or reserved by local schools 

and/or sporting clubs – equestrian areas when not in use for equestrian purposes) – 
Melway 21H10 

h) Eltham Lower Dog Park, Eltham - Melway 21H10 
i) Lenister Farm, Eltham - Melway 21J11 
j) Alistair Knox Park West, Eltham - (oval only when not in use or reserved by local 

schools and/or sporting clubs) - Melway 21 H6 
k) Barak Bushlands, Eltham (East of the Diamond Creek Trail) - Melway 21 H9  
l) Wingrove Park, Eltham - (West of the Wingrove Park Trail) Melway 21 H9 
m) Eltham North Reserve, Eltham North (ovals only and when not in use or reserved by 

local schools and/or sporting clubs) – Melway 11K12 
n) Eltham North Dog Park, Eltham North – Melway 11K1 
o) Eltham East Linear Reserve, Eltham (north of Diosma Road) – Melway 22E4 
p) Griffith Park, Eltham – Melway 21K11 
q) Woodridge Linear Park, Eltham – Melway 22B5 
r) Diamond Hills Reserve, Greensborough – (oval only – when not in use or reserved 

by local schools and/or sporting clubs) - Melway 11B9 
s) Hurstbridge Dog Park, Hurstbridge – Melway 185K7   
t) Hurstbridge Memorial Park, Hurstbridge – Melway 185J8    
u) Research Park, Research – Melway 121F 
v) Wattle Glen War Memorial Reserve, Wattle Glen (Wilson Reserve oval only and 

when not in use or reserved by local schools and/or sporting clubs) – Melway 12G2 
 

6. Non-application to specified dogs or greyhounds  
Clause 3 of this Order does not apply to any dog which has been declared a dangerous dog, 
menacing dog or restricted breed dog under the Act, or to a greyhound that must be 
restrained in accordance with the restraint requirements at section 27 of the Act.  
 

7. Removal of Dog Faeces  

The owner of a dog in a municipal place must:  
a) carry a bag, receptacle or other means of picking up and removing from any Public Place 
any of the owner’s dog’s excrement;  
b) immediately collect and dispose of any excrement from that dog into an appropriate waste 
receptacle. 
 

8. Council may exempt any of the provisions of this Order at any time. 
 
For the purpose of this Order: 

"Act" means the Domestic Animals Act 1994.  
 
"Council" means Nillumbik Shire Council.  
 
“Designated Area” means any place or part of a place declared by a resolution of Council 
included in this Order. 
 



"Effective Control" means, but is not limited to:  

• on a leash of not more than 3 metres in a Public Place (other than a Designated  
Area or Reserve; and  

• is under effective voice and or hand control and within constant sight if in a 
Designated  Area or Reserve; and  

• capable of being controlled to such an extent that no damage and or injury could be 
or is caused to any person or animal; and 

• does not bother or worry other people; and 

• is restrained and prevented from digging, burrowing or otherwise disturbing turf, 
grassed areas or the earth in any way; and  

• is restrained and prevented from damaging property or Council assets.  
 
“Owner" has the same meaning as in section 3 of the Domestic Animals Act 1994 and 

includes anyone who has a dog or cat in their care. 

"Public Place" has the meaning given to it in the Summary Offences Act 1966. 

“Recreational Area" means but is not limited to: 

• Skate parks; 

• Public tennis courts 

• BMX bike jumps 

 


