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Submission to the Nillumbik Council v

I. 

request the Nillumbik Council agree to the option of demolition of the Old Plenty CFA 
building and rehabilitation of the site once the Plenty CFA  unit have moved into their 
new location. Further, I request that the site is reverted to open space for the use of 
the Community.

My reasoning for this request includes:
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Address:
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request the Nillumbik Council agree to the option of demolition of the Old Plenty CFA 
building and rehabilitation of the site once the P'entv CFA unit have moved into their 
new location. Further, I request that the site is reverted to open space for the use of 
the Community.

My reasoning for this request includes:
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ACN: 617 841 157        ABN: 21 617 841 157 

PO Box 89, Kingsbury 3083 

https://www.haydenshelpinghands.org 

Registered Business Address – 194 Weidlich Rd, Eltham North 

      Hayden’s Helping Hands 
 

 
 

  

  

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are reaching out in relation to the Old Plenty Valley Fire Station, and the current community 
engagement that is being undertaken regarding its use once vacated by the CFA early in the New 
Year. We would value the opportunity to be considered as a tenant for the space. 
 
Hayden’s Helping Hands has been operating in the local community over the past 6 years, having 
been established by then 8-year-old Hayden and 5-year-old Stephanie, providing for the relief and 
alleviation of poverty, and to enable young people under the age of 18 to volunteer. HHH is fully 
volunteer run, based on community donations, distributing food and supplies, and improve access to 
basic human needs. We help local families, homeless and those fleeing domestic violence. In doing 
so we also avoid many tonnes of items from being sent into landfill every year.  
 
The impact of recent pandemic events has seen an increase in the demand for our assistance and 
support to the level where we can no longer sustain our operations from a home garage and storage 
facility. Our charity over the last three months distributed more than $16,000 worth of relief into 
local communities, with over a quarter of a million dollars in six years being provided. 
 
Hayden and Stephanie are also passionate about creating awareness and speak at many 
kindergartens, schools, higher education institutions as well as community events. This has resulted 
in many schools now adopting homelessness as part of their school’s social justice curriculum and 
schools requesting volunteer days for their students, which has been hard to accommodate with our 
lack of facilities. 
 
So, quite simply, the use of a facility such as the Old Plenty Valley Fire Station, or part thereof in the 
order of 70m2 to 100m2, for even a one year term, would be foundational to our continued support 
of the local community through the ability to: 

 Open a permanent food pantry 

 Have a safe space for our volunteers to work in preparing our essential items packs for 
distribution 

 Provide for volunteer group opportunities for local schools and corporate group, which in 
turn will help us to help more, and build strong community bonds with the youth of 
Nillumbik and Banyule 

 
Given our strong youth led principles, we would also welcome the opportunity to share the space 
with other youth-based activities, or providers of essential services, and would commit to maintain 
and enhance the building in a sustainable way. 
 
If you would like to discuss further, please contact me on or email 

 
Regards, 
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Submission to the Nillumbik Council

l, 

request the Nillumbik Council agree to the option of demolition of the Old Plenty CFA 
building and rehabilitation of the site once the Plenty CFA unit have moved into their 
new location. Further, I request that the site is reverted to open space for the use of 
the Community.
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.Nillumbik Shire Council

My reasoning for this request includes:
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Signed: 

Address: 

Contact Details:
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The Secretary

Planning and Consultation Committee 

Nillumbik Shire Council 

POBox 476 

Greensborough 

Victoria 3088

To whom it may concern:

Please find enclosed my submission in relation to the future of the old Plenty Fire Station site.
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1 8 OCT 2021

' :umbfk Shire Council

I would be grateful if this submission could be read on my behalf at the meeting of the Planning and 
Consultation Committee to be held on 16 November 2021.

Thank you.
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PLANNING AND CONSULTATION COMMITTEE

NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL

PO Box 476

Greensborough

Victoria 3088

FUTURE OF OLD PLENTY FIRE STATION SITE

I wish to place on notice my interest in the removal of the old CFA station in Plenty and the 

redevelopment of the site as an open-space parkland with associated facilities.

In support of my position, I wish to make a series of comments and observations.

1. I note that the old station site was leased from the Council, being an area zoned as Public Park 

and Recreation Zone (PPRZ), an area recognised in the Plenty Park Masterplan (2004 - 6). As such 

the area has a restricted range of potential usage, a range which would exclude any 

commercialisation.

2. The new CFA station site is also being constructed in a PPRZ area. During discussion regarding 

the allocation of the new site there was a strong indication that the old site would be returned to 

parkland for public benefit, a move which I strongly favoured. This prospect was also raised at 

Council meetings in 2019.

3. Development of the old station site as parkland will increase local passive open space and 

enhance the local environment, an environment promoted and defended by local residents in a 

VCAT hearing against the issue of a permit for the new CFA station. Developing parkland would, 

to some extent, replace the land now occupied by the new CFA station.

4. The Plenty area has been subject to an extensive vegetation loss in recent times. For example, 

the redevelopment of the Yan Yean Road, Stage 1, resulted in the recorded loss of well over 3000 

trees and, more locally, the development of the new CFA facility will see the removal of nearly 140
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more. Additionally, the Plenty community has also lost the proposed park site at the old tip site (to 

become a solar park) and continuing canopy losses as development continues. Returning the old 

station site to parkland will obviously offer some redress.

5. The old station site has no place in the heritage area in Plenty. Indeed the amenity and ambience 

of that area would be considerable enhanced by the removal of the old station and the site's 

redevelopment as parkland, which would increase the open space near the Plenty Hall.

6. Retention of the old station for repurposing requires an initial expenditure of $200 000 to bring 

facilities up to date, and a further expenditure of some $140 000 in the future. Such costings, once 

applied to enable the building's future use, would of course be increased substantially by the need 

for security and maintenance services dependent on the use of the facility and would be unlikely to 

be recouped. All these costs could be avoided if the area was returned to parkland. Council has 

noted that $100 000 is available for work on the old station. This money could well be used for 

park development after the site has been cleared by the CFA, a process which will not cost Council 

anything.

7. Finally, the site is quite unsuited to a building facility in continuous use by a varying body of 

people. Space is restricted and any facility open to a flow of traffic would inevitably cause 

movement and parking issues and conflict in the heritage area and beyond. Such conflict already 

occurs when events are concurrently held in the Hall and Church. Additionally, noise, security, 

maintenance and vandalism would need to be addressed by continuous patrols who would also need 

to stop drug-related issues depending on what unsupervised use of the old station was allowed.

My request is that the site be returned to open space parkland.

Thank you for your attention.
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Submission to the Nillumbik Council

I, 

request the Nillumbik Council agree to the option of demolition of the Old Plenty CFA 
building and rehabilitation of the site once the Plenty CFA unit have moved into their 
new location. Further, I request that the site is reverted to open space for the use of 
the Community.

My reasoning for this request includes:
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Signed:

Address:

Contact Details: 
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Submission to the Nillumbik Council

request the Nillumbik Council agree to the option of demolition of the Old Plenty CFA 
building and rehabilitation of the site once the Plenty CFA unit have moved into their 
new location. Further, I request that the site is reverted to open space for the use of 
the Community.

My reasoning for this request includes:
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District 14 Headquarters Brigade East 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Planning and Consultation Committee 

Nillumbik Shire Council 

 

26 October 2021

Ref:  MG/211001

Dear Committee Members,  

Subject: Old Plenty Fire Station 

Please find follow our submission for the future use of the old Plenty Fire Station. 

 

We would be happy to discuss our proposal further at a time convenient to you.  We will also register to 

speak at the Planning and Consultation Committee Meeting on 16 November 

 

 

Yours faithfully  

CFA District 14 Headquarters Brigade East 
PO Box 450, Diamond Creek Vic 3089 
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A Home for CFA District 14 Headquarters Brigade East 

 

   2 of 4 
 

 

CFA’s District 14 Headquarters East Brigade needs a new home.   
 
Our old home the Kangaroo Ground Incident Control Centre has been closed and converted to a new 
facility for the Nillumbik Group of Brigades.  That’s good for the district, but it leaves us needing a new 
home for our vehicles, gear and activities. 
 
Fortunately, the Plenty CFA Brigade will be moving into its new fire station, and the old Plenty Fire Station 
is slated for demolition or conversion to another use. 
 
CFA District 14 HQ East Brigade can renovate the old Plenty Fire Station for storage of our vehicles and 
gear, training sessions and use as an expansion space for Incident Control Centres during major bushfires 
and other incidents. 
 
Moving D14HQE to Plenty would also save CFA and the Nillumbik Council hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in demolition, site rehabilitation costs and other costs, while the Brigade sets about renovating 
and upgrading the building. 
 
 

What is a Headquarters (HQ) Brigade and what do they do? 

 

This is a CFA Fire Brigade with everything but the fire truck.  Its members are CFA volunteers who fill a 
wide range of specialist and support roles.  Its equipment enables the Brigade to train and support other 
CFA Brigades. 

 We include experienced CFA volunteer firefighters who have retired from the front line, and 
others who volunteer with specialist professional skills or community experience.   

 During major fires, you can find the HQ Brigade’s trained, skilled volunteers: 

o In Incident Management Teams (IMTs) that command the fighting of major fires 

o Coordinating field intelligence and weather forecasting 

o Providing logistics so the front line crews have the food, water and equipment they need  

o Operating quick fill pumps to reload tankers in the field 

o Running rehabilitation tents where firefighters fresh from the front line can rest, cool off 
and have their wellbeing monitored 

o Working in planning and intelligence roles that make sure any preparations are days 
ahead of the fire’s progress 

o Issuing urgent warnings to the public via radio stations, websites and social media 

o Running community information sessions 

 Away from major incidents, the HQ Brigade’s volunteers work in: 

o The training of CFA volunteers for IMTs and other Brigades 

o Community education and preparation 

o Fundraising and recruiting 

o Equipment maintenance 

 

  



A Home for CFA District 14 Headquarters Brigade East 
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Why do we want the old Plenty Fire Station? 

 

 While we are a Brigade without a fire truck, we do need a home base for all of the other vehicles, 
gear and activities of a regular CFA Brigade, including:  

o A support vehicle (to be purchased once we have somewhere to store it) 

o Specialist equipment trailer with specialist gear for major incidents 

o Training sessions 

o Multi-agency emergency response exercises 

o Brigade meetings 

o Storage of equipment 
 

What will the Brigade do with the Old Plenty Fire Station? 

 

D14HQE plans to renovate the old fire station and add to its facilities, including: 

 Building a studio for weekly training webinars for CFA Brigades and other agencies across the 
state (the Brigade has been running these through COVID-19 at any location we can find) 

 Establishing a Digital Classroom (while IMT work is computer-based, there’s not a computer lab 
in the district that can be accessed by volunteers) 

 The Facility would be suitable to provide off-site Incident Management support staff for 
additional IMT members to operate during COVID restrictions 

 The Facility would provide a specialist IMT Training facility at a convenient location where regular 
exercises could be conducted. 

 The Building façade could be modernised to change it from an eyesore to a community asset, in 
a sensitive manner, with: 

o Rendering of the external and internal brickwork 

o Updating/painting building features 

o Replanting of tree and gardens   

 

Given the opportunity, D14HQE would also look to: 

 Potentially partner with Nillumbik Living and Learning to provide Leadership and Management 
training to members of emergency services and possibly some contra arrangement for council 
staff 

 Offer accommodation for CFA’s District Ground Intelligence Vehicle or other specialist vehicles 

 

  



A Home for CFA District 14 Headquarters Brigade East 
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Are there benefits for the Council and the wider CFA, on top of having an active HQ Brigade supporting 
front line CFA firefighters in the district? 

 Closing and demolishing the fire station would cost CFA approximately $350,000 in meeting its 
obligations to rehabilitate it as public land – that money can be saved 

 The Council taking ownership as a shared community facility would also involve the spending of  
$XXX,000 – again, money that can be saved 

 

Handing over the old Plenty Fire Station to CFA’s District 14 Headquarters East Brigade would maintain 
it as a community facility, continue the Brigade’s support to front line CFA crews, provide a base for 
online skills training to CFA Brigades across the state, and save both CFA and the Nillumbik community 
hundreds of thousands of dollars each. 

 



 
    Registered No A0041710X              ABN: 58 472 605 779 

We acknowledge the traditional landowners, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation and their Elders Past and Present  

 

Re: Retain or demolish the old Plenty CFA station  

This submission is made on behalf of the Executive and Members of the Plenty Historical Society Inc. 

The Plenty Historical Society strongly supports the option to demolish the building and rehabilitate the site. The 

reasons for this position relate to the context and purpose of the Heritage Park and the impact to the environmental 

context of the Plenty Historic Church (former Methodist/Uniting church) and the Plenty Community Hall if the old 

CFA building is retained.   

The Heritage Park was intended to provide a community space to commemorate the development of the original 

village which was on and immediately around this site. In 2004 the Plenty Historical Society argued in the 

development of the Plenty War Memorial Park Master Plan that the area of the park located on the northern side of 

Memorial Drive be named the Heritage Park. This section of the park represents part of the original town center of 

the village of Plenty. The vision was to celebrate the history of Plenty by developing a community educational hub 

within the park. The Plenty Community Hall was already located here. The Society proposed that the original church 

building when no longer required by the Uniting Church Australia and the original single room section of the Plenty 

State School be relocated to the park. Additionally, the site of the original CFA tin shed is at the north east boundary 

of the park; the original general store and post office was adjacent on the northern side of Howell Road; the War 

Memorial Gates are adjacent on the southern border across Memorial Drive along with the site of the original Plenty 

Cricket Club pavilion and the original tennis courts. The Heritage Park would provide a showcase of our history 

within the original bushland setting. 

The Community Hall remains and the original church building has since been relocated to the Heritage Park and 

restored. The acquisition of the western section of the Heritage Park and development of the new CFA complex has 

resulted in the loss of a significant number of trees and substantially removed the rural setting that was integral to 

the heritage value of these buildings. The old CFA building is not consistent with nor complementary to the two 

existing heritage buildings. 

The argument supporting demolition of the building and rehabilitation of the site is to provide an appropriate 

contextual environment for the remaining heritage buildings of Plenty. Development of vegetated parkland on the 

eastern section of the Heritage Park will provide a much-needed area for passive recreation and an area where 

educational signage could be placed to inform all visitors of the development of the township of Plenty and the 

significance of these central landmarks and buildings. The heritage value of both the historic church and community 

hall is significantly diminished if the rural context is lost. Parkland not only encourages local community to meet, 

learn about and enjoy our history but will also enable hall and church users to extend their usage to the outdoor 

environment which has been a much-appreciated feature of the hall in the past. Retention of the old CFA building 

negatively impacts the heritage value and environmental context of these two buildings which are the only two 

public buildings left from the initial 1920’s development of the Plenty township. The Plenty Historical Society 

therefore supports demolition of the old CFA building. 

President, Plenty Historical Society.  
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The old Plenty fire station should be demolished. 

The old fire station is located in the eastern section of the Heritage Park, an area that is part of the 
original town centre of Plenty. The old station is not the original fire station; it is not in keeping with 
nor does it compliment the two existing heritage buildings also on this site.  

Plenty has suffered a considerable environmental impact from the widening and realignment of Yan 
Yean Road (loss of approximately 3000 trees; loss of a further 140 trees with sale of the west section 
of the Heritage Park and construction of the new CFA complex. In addition, the subdivision of the 
former Plenty State School property resulted in further tree loss including a significant pine 
plantation. 

If Council adopt the option to require the CFA to demolish the old fire station and rehabilitate the 
site this would in part mitigate the loss of vegetation and passive recreation space.  Previously the 
western section of the Heritage Park has provided a natural bush area which has been used by 
Plenty Community Hall users such as the Girl Guides and Brownies and social users who make use of 
the park surroundings. Removal of the old fire station and rehabilitation of the land will continue to 
provide this valuable adjunct to the Community Hall and now also users of the Historic Church.  

Currently the heritage buildings (hall and church) are hidden behind the old fire station and with the 
loss of the west section of the Heritage Park have little more than a gravel carpark as surround. 
Removal of the old fire station opens up the eastern vista of both buildings enabling these buildings 
to be seen from both Yan Yean Road and the service road (old Yan Yean Road). Along with the 
recently renovated Plentiful store this gives an attractive and interesting introduction to Plenty, 
highlighting that there is indeed a town here and not just a stretch of 4 lane roadway. 

Whilst there are excellent sporting facilities in Plenty there is very little public open space for passive 
recreation. Provision of lightly treed open space in the Heritage Park associated with community 
meeting places such as the hall, historic church, War Memorial Gates and remembrance garden and 
the Plentiful store provide the basis for a pleasant meeting place and community hub which is 
currently lacking. This is an area that is suitable for all age groups in the community and could be 
used for many forms of passive recreation.  

Issues with retaining the old fire station for community use (particularly as such use will be open to 
community groups anywhere in the Shire) will bring more traffic into an area of already high traffic 
volumes (Memorial Drive) and the problems of associated parking. The vehicles from the sporting 
grounds already overflow onto surrounding streets due to lack of parking and we need to coordinate 
larger planned events between use of the hall and church along with sporting events to ensure 
parking availability. 

There are some very valid positive reasons for demolishing the old fire station to enhance the 
character of the existing heritage buildings, provide an attractive and flexible passive recreation 
space and restoring a section of the Heritage Park with natural vegetation. These are benefits for all 
members of the Plenty community and our visitors. The benefits far out weigh retention of an old 
building which has the potential to become poorly maintained and derelict over time.  

 

Plenty resident 
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Submission to the Niliumbik Council

i, 

request the Niliumbik Council agree to the option of demolition of the Old Plenty CFA 
building and rehabilitation of the site once the Plenty CFA unit have moved into their 
new location. Further, I request that the site is reverted to open space for the use of 
the Community.

My reasoning for this request includes:
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