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Nillumbik Shire Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Nillumbik Shire Council held Tuesday 24 August 2021.

The meeting commenced at 7.04pm.

Councillors present:

Cr Richard Stockman
Cr Karen Egan

Cr Natalie Duffy

Cr Peter Perkins

Cr Ben Ramcharan
Cr Frances Eyre

Cr Geoff Paine

Blue Lake Ward

Bunjil Ward

Edendale Ward

Ellis Ward (Mayor)

Sugarloaf Ward

Swipers Gully Ward (Deputy Mayor)
Wingrove Ward

Officers in attendance:

Carl Cowie
Vince Lombardi
Hjalmar Philipp
Blaga Naumoski

Narelle Hart
Jeremy Livingston
Rosa Zouzoulas
Eddie Cheng
Katia Croce

Chief Executive Officer

Chief Financial Officer

Director Operations and Infrastructure

Executive Manager Governance, Communications and
Engagement

Acting Executive Manager Communities

Executive Manager Business Transformation and Performance
Executive Manager Planning and Community Safety

Manager, Information Technology

Governance Lead

1. Welcome by the Mayor

2. Acknowledgement of Country

Acknowledgement of Country was read by the Mayor, Cr Peter Perkins.

3. Good Governance Pledge

The Good Governance Pledge was ready by Cr Natalie Duffy.

A prayer was read by Stewart Hunt, Lead Pastor, The Vine Baptist Church.

4. Prayer
5. Apologies
Nil
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6.

Presentations
Suzanne Vincent and Denis Buckley Condolence

| was saddened to hear of the recent passing of two of our Nillumbik Shire Council staff
members, Suzanne Vincent and Denis Buckley.

Suzanne Vincent was our school crossing supervisor at Wattle Glen Primary School
from 2017. She was an active member of the school community and provided the team
with laughs such as telling stories of the children at her crossing.

A stand out story would be when she had a child pretending to be the Sloth from
Zootopia when crossing the road and her trying to encourage the Sloth to be quicker.

Suzanne was kind, witty and showed such dedication to her job and children at Wattle
Glen Primary. She will be sorely missed.

Denis Buckley, or Bucky as he was known to everyone, commenced with the Shire of
Eltham (now Nillumbik) on 14 October 1975.

He spent many an hour operating a tractor and mower to ensure that the sporting
grounds were always ready for a variety of matches and sporting events and more
recently, mowing the open spaces for everyone to enjoy.

Before settling on a tractor, he was also known to “run garbage” for a time, just to
maintain his fithess while playing football.

He enjoyed the solitude of being in the tractor and being able to control his own
workday.

Denis was well known and respected. After almost 46 years with the Shires of Eltham
and then Nillumbik, Denis made a long lasting and memorable impact with his
workmates, past and present and he will be sadly missed by all.

On behalf of Council, | extend my deepest condolences to Suzanne and Denis’
families, friends and their colleagues at Nillumbik Council.

Their work and time at Council is greatly appreciated and will not be forgotten.
Robert Bell Condolence
| was saddened to hear of the recent passing of local community identity Robert Bell.

| didn’t know Robert personally, but | am reliably informed that he was an authentic
environmentalist and eco warrior. He chose to spend his retirement voluntarily
weeding the Kinglake National Park, roadside verges and paddocks of noxious weeds.
He often chose to sleep in the bush and preferred to live without phones or modern
conveniences.

Robert knew every weed by its botanical name, and its origins. He had a great
knowledge of local bushland, native grasses, the wildlife who depended on them, as
well as invasive species and how treat them safely without resorting to harmful
chemicals and pesticides.

Robert had the ability to encourage others to help him and join in. He taught many and
his generosity shone through. Locals tell stories of finding a box of tomatoes on their
doorstep which could always be tracked back to Robert.

He had no agenda or political affiliation, acting only on his abiding love of the bush and
natural environment.
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Robert will be sadly missed by many in the Nillumbik community and on behalf of
Council, | extend our deepest sympathies to his family and friends.

Diamond Creek Regional Playspace - 2021 Parks and Leisure Australia Awards

The Diamond Creek Regional Playspace was developed by Nillumbik Shire Council
through collaboration with community groups, local business' and organisations. Many
groups and people contributed to the refurbishment and construction of the tram café
adjacent to the play space by the Diamond Creek Rotary Club. The play space features
experiences for all ages and abilities.

At the recent 2021 Awards of Excellence Function, we were thrilled that the Diamond
Creek Regional Playspace was announced the recipient of a prestigious Parks and
Leisure Australia award.

The popular park, which was a huge collaboration between Council, residents,
community groups and businesses, won the Playspace Award in the over $500,000
category for the Victoria/Tasmania region.

Diamond Creek Regional Playspace features experiences for all-ages and abilities,
and its nature-themed design references Diamond Creek’s gold mining history.

Funded with $2.5 million from the Victorian Government's Growing Suburbs Fund and
designed and built by Ace Contractors Group Pty Ltd.

Congratulations to everyone involved who has made the place space such a success.

If you haven't visited yet, we look forward to seeing you as soon as you are able.

7. Confirmation of minutes
Confirmation of minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 27 July 2021.

Council Resolution

MOVED: Cr Ben Ramcharan
SECONDED: Cr Geoff Paine

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 27 July 2021 be confirmed
(Attachment 1).

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

8. Disclosure of conflicts of interest

Cr Egan declared a general conflict of interest in Item Number CM.123/21 — Bourchiers
Road Special Charge Scheme Kangaroo Ground - formal questionnaire results
because she has a close association with a resident of Bourchiers Rd.
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